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and the two Danubian Principalities \vere to be
assigned to the Russians. The latter actually overran
the country in iSio, and captured Plevna and other
strong places. But Napoleon's march to Moscow
forced them to retiic. One advantage accrued to the
natives from this Russo-Turkish war : the cession of
Bessarabia to Russia at the Peace of Bucharest pro-
vided the victims of Turkish oppression with a place
of refuge, where they were kindly treated by a
paternal governor. But even there, as afterwards in
their own country, they soon learnt that Russian pro-
tection might be as onerous as Tuikish tyranny.
But when the Russians marched through Bulgaria in
1829 they found a warmer welcome than before. Many
brigands enlisted with them just as they had joined
the Greeks during the Greek War of Independence,
and a certain Mamarcov attempted to unfold the
banner of Bulgarian freedom on the ruins of Trnovo.
His countrymen were ready to respond to his
appeal; but the Russians arrested him and the
peace of Adrianople put an end to the movement. A
few years later he organised a conspiracy on his own
account which was betrayed to the Turks, and he died
in exile, meditating on the ingratitude of the Russian
Government. It is remarkable that an Englishman,
who was travelling through Bulgaria during this Rus-
sian occupation, had prophesied to the natives that
England would sympathise with them in their strug-
gle to be free and that an independent Bulgaria
would be a wall between Russia and Turkey. The
result of the Crimean War diminished their hopes of
Russian aid, and the}' began to look to those Western